
Both Sides of the Veil: 
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In 2009, the Delhi High Court decriminalized Section 377 of the 
penal code, which made same-sex sexual activity illegal. When 
the decision came down, many believed it was a huge step in a 
march toward progress in the rapidly changing country. So the 
shock was widespread when, just a few years later in 2013, the 
Supreme Court nullified that decision. 

Then, at the beginning of September 2018, the Indian Supreme 
Court struck down Section 377 once and for all, ending years 
of limbo. But for a time India had the peculiar distinction of 
being one of the only (if not the only) countries in the world to 
have decriminalized and then recriminalized homosexuality. 

Although court convictions were real, they were uncommon. 
Instead, the law provided legal cover for harassment, physical 
abuse, and a general climate of homophobia and transphobia. 
But despite the newfound legal freedom for members of India’s 
queer community, there are many social barriers that remain 
before true equality can be claimed. 

Through extensive interviews and portraits, this project 
explores what it’s like to be queer in the present moment in 
India. In the age of Trump, Brexit, and other dramatic about-
faces, this work explores one community’s sudden shift in 
fortunes, a microcosm of the global tides reshaping our 
collective sense of progress. 
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Suno Labs is a creative incubator for new ways of 
telling stories that bring together people and ideas. We 

bridge cultures and communities through innovative 
presentations, immersive experiences, and meaningful 

storytelling. Our work has appeared in The New York 
Times, VICE Magazine, Instagram, and more. Through 
all we do, we strive to bring people closer to the world 

around them, help them engage deeper with the world, 
and encourage empathy on a personal level.
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As part of the exhibtion, Suno Labs engaged 
in outreach across the city, funded by the 
Pulitzer Center on Crisis Reporting

We distributed posters and post cards across the city.

We worked closely with students in the photography program at 
the Sri Aurobindo Centre for Arts and Communication (SACAC).

We delivered lectures on the making of the project and what the 
future holds for the LGBTQ community in India at SACAC and 
Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU).

We led panel discussions at SACAC and JNU with Faraz Ansari, 
one of India’s leading queer filmmakers and a subject in Both Sides 
of the Veil and also led a separate panel discussion at SACAC with 
Shiv Sahoo, a gay activist in Delhi and also a subject in our series.

We also led a series of artist talks / curated walks at the exhibtion 
itself for SACAC students and the general public.

We hosted a launch party at the India Habitat Centre for the public, 
the media, the arts community and the LGBTQ community.

Lastly, to further the reach of the work and its themes, we held a 
series of street projections in various working class neighborhoods 
across New Delhi, and included content in Hindi.



The law made no difference. I am living the same 

terrifying life before and after Section 377. I am gay and 

I am in a relationship with a man. I love him, but I know I 

could never marry him. He has a wife and kids. A life of 

his own. It’s not like when 377 went away walking down 

the street, holding the hand of a man I love would all of a 

sudden become acceptable.

Satya
Patna

The exhibition included quotes from interviews we conducted with everyone we photographed 





With the help of students at SACAC and our 
marketing partners, the Brewhouse, we distributed 

postcards and posters as widely as we could, taking 
special care to target socioeconomically diverse 

communities  and neighborhoods.





At JNU, one of India’s foremost universities, we screened Sisak, India’s first silent LGBTQ 
film, and spoke alongside the film’s director, Faraz Ansari, about our project and what the 
future holds for the LGBTQ community.





At IHC, we hosted a series of artists walks (top). Then, at SACAC, we screened Sisak and 
spoke alongside Faraz Ansari, and also held a separate discussion with Shiv Sahoo, all 
about our project and what the future holds for the LGBTQ community.





In order to expand the reach of our exhibition, and encourage dialogue with a broader 
community, we also projected images from the show, along with quotes transcribed in 
Hindi, in three locations across the city.





Over its initial five-week run, the exhibition was seen by tens of thousands of 
Indians. Through our in person talks and lectures, we directly engaged with 
hundreds more. We also reached hundreds of thousands more through social 
media outreach and media coverage of the exhibit.

Then, in early February, the curators at the India Habitat Centre decided to 
include Both Sides of the Veil in Habitat Photosphere, a vibrant monthlong 
photography biennial, greatly extending the reach of the show and amplifying
 its potential for dialogue.

Habitat Potosphere runs from February 18 –March 18, 2019.


